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OBITUARIES

Loren Frank Peterson, 64, of Crosby, died Tue., Jan. 
22, 2008, at St. Cloud Hospital in St. Cloud.

Services were held Tue., Jan. 29, 2008, at Koop 
Funeral Home in Crosby. Burial was in the Pine Ridge 
Cemetery in Emily.

He was born April 22, 1943, in Minneapolis to Peter 

Loren F. Peterson
and Irene (Crow) Peterson.

He is survived by his children: Shane, Troy, Michelle 
and Angie; brother, Dale Marquart, Forest Lake; special 
friend, Mary Garcia; and eight grandchildren.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.

Elsie Craggs, 100, died Sun., Jan. 20, 2008, at 
Friendly Village Care Center in Rhinelander, WI.

Services were held Sat., Jan. 26, 2008, at Crosby 
Ironton Presbyterian Church in Crosby. Burial was in 
the Garrison Community Cemetery.

She was born Feb. 1, 1907, in Dickinson Township, 
IA, to George and Minnie Ringler. She graduated from 
high school in Harris, IA, attended Iowa State Teachers 
College and taught school for two years. She married 
Howard Craggs, May 18, 1927. The settled on a farm 
near Brainerd, where they lived most of their years 
together. She moved to Tomahawk, WI, in 1999 and 

Elsie Craggs
lived there until recently. She was active in community 
and volunteer activities, participating in many civic 
groups near her home.

She is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Jack 
(Sharron) Craggs, Harshaw, WI; three grandchildren 
and two great-grandsons; sister-in-law, Ina Ringler; 
and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, five broth-
ers and her husband, Howard.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.

Wayne V. Stencel, 56, of Rochester, NY, died Sun., 
Jan. 20, 2008, at Rochester General Hospital, Roch-
ester, NY.

Services were held Mon., Jan. 28, 2008, at Koop 
Funeral Home in Crosby. Burial was in the Lakeview 
Cemetery near Hillman.

He was born July 27, 1951, in Albert Lea to Victor and 
Delores (Amundson) Stencel. 

Wayne V. Stencel
He is survived by his mother, Delores, Crosby; friend, 

Russell O’Geen, LeRoy, NY, and family; and cousins, 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father, Victor; and 
brothers, Keith and Bryon Stencel.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.

Rodney Marvin Larson, 74, of Ham 
Lake, died Sun., Jan. 13, 2008.

Services were held Sat., Jan. 26, 
2008, at Koop Funeral Home in Crosby. 

Burial was in the Bay Lake Cemetery.
He graduated from the University of Minnesota in Ap-

plied Mathematics and served in the US Air Force from 
1962 to 1965 in the Aerospace Control Squadron under 
NORAD. He married Maxine Archibald of Bay Lake. He 
worked at Minneapolis Honeywell for 30 years as a 
research fellow. He was elected and served as Grand 
Master of Minnesota Masons in 1994-1995 and was 
a 33rd degree Mason.

Rodney M. Larson
He is survived by his wife, Maxine; daughters and 

sons-in-law: Annette (Gary) Sharon, Peru, VT; Janine 
(Dan) Mattfield, Grand Rapids; brothers and sisters-in-
law: William (Bobbi) Larson, Ham Lake; David (Sandy) 
Archibald, Bay Lake; sisters and brothers-in-law: 
Yvonne (Melvin) Jackson, Swanville;  Mary Jane Diaz, 
Pharr, TX; Karen (Robert) Kretlow, Coon Rapids; two 
grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Evelyn and 
Marvin; brother-in-law, Tony Diaz; and sister-in-law, 
Ethel Archibald.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.

Jeanette M. Grubb, 85, of Aitkin, died Tue., Jan. 22, 
2008, at Riverwood Healthcare Center in Aitkin.

Services were held Sat., Jan. 26, 2008, at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in rural Aitkin with Rev. Cynthia Gray 
officiating. Burial will be in the Bethlehem Lutheran 
Cemetery in the spring.

She was born Aug. 2, 1922, in Aitkin to Victor and Ber-
tha (Olson) Sjodin. She grew up and attended schools 
in the Aitkin area. She then attended teacher’s normal 
school in Crosby. She spent time in California during 
WWII working in the shipyards. She then returned to 
the Aitkin area and taught school at East Bennettville, 
Wealthwood, Glory, Palisade, The Butts School, and 
then Lawler and McGregor. She taught in the McGregor 
school system from 1962 to 1983 when she retired. 
She married William Grubb on June 4, 1943, at her 
home, the Sjodin Farm. They lived in the Aitkin area 

Jeanette M. Grubb
and then moved to Lawler when she began teaching 
there. She lived there until moving back to Aitkin after 
her retirement in 1983. She lived at Blackrock for a 
time and has lived at Oak Haven with the Olson family 
for the past five years.

She is survived by her daughters and son-in-law: 
Beverly Cluff, Aitkin; Debora Grubb (Dayton Jones), La 
Canada, CA; seven grandchildren; eight great-grand-
children; sisters: Betty Howard, Eileen Karelis and 
Adeline Purdy, all of Aitkin.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
William, in 1999; daughter, Pamela Grenosky, in 1993; 
brothers: Gillette Sjodin and Luverne Sjodin; and sister, 
Vivian Wells.

Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home of Aitkin. Go to www.srtfuneral.com 
to sign the online guest register.

Marie Ringhand, 100, of Belview, died Thur., Jan. 3, 
2008, at Parkview Nursing Home in Belview.

Services were held Sun., Jan. 6, 2008, at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Belview with Rev. Pari Bailey 
officiating. Burial will be at a later date in Oneota 
Cemetery in Duluth.

She was born Aug. 4, 1907, in Marietta to Rev. William 
and Catherine (Arends) Schmidt. She was baptized at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Marietta and confirmed at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in West Duluth. She gradu-
ated from Denfeld High School, Duluth in 1924. She 
married Rev. Carl Ringhand July 3, 1929, at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in West Duluth. Together they served 
parishes in Britt, IA; Palmer, IA; Bellevue, IA; Superior, 
WI; Welcome and lastly in Springfield. She served as 
administrator of St. John Lutheran Home in Springfield 
from 1958 to 1966. They spent ten retirement years 

Marie Ringhand
in Cass Lake with winters in Duluth. She moved to 
Parkwood Apartments, Belview, in 1995, and later 
became a resident of Parkview until her death. She was 
a musician;  serving as choir director and organist at all 
the parishes she and her husband ministered.

She is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Duane 
(Ione) Ringhand, Anoka; daughter and son-in-law, Ruth 
Ann (Lloyd) Anderson, Echo; seven grandchildren; 12 
great-grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Carl in 1976; sisters: Dora Besser, Hanna Ettesvold, 
Ruth Grassman, Amanda Burt; and brother, William 
Schmidt.

Arrangements were with the Redwood Valley Funeral 
Home in Redwood Falls.

Frank C. Schloemer, 77, of Hill City, formerly of Sartell 
and Big Fish Lake, died Thur., Jan. 24, 2008.

Services were held Tue., Jan. 29, 2008, at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Hill City with Fr. Thomas Galarneault 
officiating. Burial will be at a later date.

He was born Aug. 5, 1930, at St. Cloud to Frank and 
Dorothy (Schwab) Schloemer. He attended schools at St. 
Joseph. He started working at Franklin Manufacturing 
in 1950 and until his retirement in 1988 when he was 
a general foreman. He also worked at Bankers Systems 
as a custodian engineer for six years. He started an 
orchard in a hay field and it became one of the finest 
in the St. Cloud area. He married Loretta Salzer Oct. 
2, 1951, in Collegeville. The lived in Sartell until 1975, 
when they moved to Big Fish Lake where he rebuilt 
and added onto his parent’s cabin. The moved to the 

Frank C. Schloemer
Swatara area in 2005. He was a member of St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Hill City, the NRA, and the North 
American Hunting and Fishing club. 

He is survived by his wife, Loretta; sons and daugh-
ters-in-law: Stephen (Lori) Schloemer, Prior Lake; 
Rob (Kim) Schloemer, Mora; Gary (Peg) Schloemer, 
Rhinelander, WI; daughters and sons-in-law: Jane (Bill) 
Mohs, Avon; Connie (Paul) Gerster, Half Moon Bay, CA; 
sisters: Marie Prom, St. Paul; Louise Kozak, St. Cloud; 
Millie Kramer, Blaine; Adeline Gillitzer, St. Cloud; 11 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and broth-
ers: Albert, Hermie and Richie.

Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home of Aitkin. Go to www.srtfuneral.com 
to sign the online guest register.

Merry (Mary) D. Hakes, 98, of Aitkin, formerly of 
Springfield, died Wed., Jan. 23, 2008, at the Aicota 
Health Care Center in Aitkin.

Services will be held Mon., Feb. 11, 2008, at Aitkin 
United Methodist Church in Aitkin with Rev. Judith Clark 
officiating. Burial will be in the spring at the Diamond 
Lake Cemetery.

She was born Sept. 12, 1909, at Pine Knoll, rural 
Aitkin, to Oliver and Mary (Beaulieu) Welton. She at-
tended country school through the eighth grade and 
then moved to Aitkin where she attended Aitkin High 
School and worked in a restaurant while attending 
school. She graduated from Aitkin High School in 1927. 
She attended Crosby Normal Teachers Training School. 
She taught school at Lone Lake, Ross Lake and Little 
Pine. She married Kenneth Hakes on April 25, 1933, 
in Brainerd. They lived in Aitkin for a time and then 
moved to Springfield where they raised their family. 
The returned to Aitkin in 1970 and lived on Spirit Lake. 
The moved to the Blackrock Terrace in 1991. She lived 

Merry D. Hakes
there until moving into the Aicota Health Care Center 
about four years ago. She was a member of the Aitkin 
United Methodist Church, was one of the founding 
members of the Chow Mien Dinner at the Springfield 
United Methodist Church, and she had been involved 
with the Eastern Star while in Springfield. 

She is survived by her sons and daughters-in-law 
Herb Hakes, Aitkin; Kenneth (Shirley “Liz”) Hakes, 
Aitkin; Richard (LeeVae) Hakes, Aitkin; William (Clara) 
Hakes, Aitkin; Jim (Barb) Hakes, Deerwood; 17 grand-
children; 27 great-grandchildren; and brother, Warren 
Welton, Brainerd.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, 
Kenneth in 1991; daughters-in-law: Shirley V. Hakes, 
Shirley E. Hakes; brothers: Christopher, Brian, Lester, 
Frank; and sisters: Gertrude, Mabel, Eleanor, Bessie 
and Fern.

Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home of Aitkin. Go to www.srtfuneral.com 
to sign the online guest register.

Johnny “Sod” Anderson, 52, of 
Aitkin, died Tue., Jan. 22, 2008, at 
the Veterans Administration Hospi-
tal in Houston, TX.

Services were held Thur., Jan. 31, 2008, at  Westside 
Church in Aitkin with Rev. Rick Perry officiating. Burial 
was in the Pine Grove Cemetery near Palisade. Military 
honors were provided by the Aitkin VFW and American 
Legion Posts.

He was born Aug. 5, 1955, in Aitkin to John and 
Dorothy (Foss) Anderson. He grew up and attended 
schools in Minneapolis graduating from Patrick Henry 
High School in 1973. He entered the US Army and 
served for two years. Upon his discharge he returned 
to Minneapolis and attended welding school. He then 
went to work doing sewer and water construction. He 
moved to Palisade and built some log cabins and then 

Johnny Anderson
returned to construction work. He married Cheryl Tate 
on Sept. 13, 1997, in Aitkin. They have lived in the Aitkin 
area since. He was a member of the Palisade Mountain 
Men since 1980. 

He is survived by his wife, Cheryl; mother, Dorothy, 
Palisade; brothers and sisters-in-law: Dick (Jan) Gatz, 
Garrison; Bob (Eileen) Gatz, Hill City; Roger (Shelly) 
Anderson, Anoka; Doug (Barb) Anderson, Oak Grove; 
sisters and brothers-in-law: Cheryl (Fritz) Burfeind, 
McGregor; Margie (Bob) Meger, Minneapolis; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father, John; and 
a niece.

Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home of Aitkin. Go to www.srtfuneral.com 
to sign the online guest register.

Lorin L. Petersdorf, 86, of Jacob-
son, died Sat., Jan. 26, 2008, at 
Aitiin Health Services in Aitkin.

A private family service will be 
held at a later date.

He was born Dec. 17, 1921, at Pine City to Frank and 
Sadie (Thomas) Petersdorf. He grew up in the Henrietta 
and Chokio areas. He served in the US Army during 
WWII with the 5th Army, Battery D. Artillery. Upon his 
discharge he returned to Minnesota where he worked a 
time on the ore carriers of the Great Lakes. He moved to 
the Jacobson are in 1960 and in 1965 bought his farm 
where he raised cattle and sheep for many years. 

Lorin L. Petersdorf
He is survived by his significant other, Barbara Jurek, 

Jacobson; brothers and sister-in-law: Phillip (Gloria) 
Petersdorf, Duluth; Waldo Petersdorf, Tucson, AZ; sisters 
and brother-in-law: Marjorie Hammond, McGregor; 
Joy (Earl) Anderson, Menahga; numerous nieces and 
nephews and great- nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; sisters: Iola 
Fortier, Robirda “Birdie” Horsman; Phyllis Petersdorf; 
and brothers: Lyle and Wayne Petersdorf.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral Home 
in McGregor. Go to www.srtfuneral.com to sign the 
online guest register.
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‘03 Chev Malibu, clean ............$7,998 or $51/WK
‘02 Pontiac Grand Am..............$7,998 or $54/WK 
‘99 Cadillac Deville, mint .........$8,998 or $53/WK 
‘03 Chev Impala, loaded ..........$8,998 or $59/WK
‘03 Pontiac Grand Prix GT .......$9,788 or $63/WK
‘05 Ford Taurus, 4 dr. .............. $9,988 or $53/WK 
‘06 Dodge Stratus SXT .......... $11,788 or $53/WK
‘02 VW Bug CLX.................... $11,788 or $61/WK
‘06 Ford Taurus, loaded ......... $11,998 or $54/WK
‘03 Mercury Grand Marquis, loaded ... $11,998 or $56/WK
‘04 Pontiac Grand AM GT ...... $11,998 or $60/WK
‘05 Buick LeSabre, 4 dr. ........$12,888 or $51/WK
‘03 VW Passat Wagon ...........$12,998 or $59/WK

‘05 Chev Impala, loaded ........$12,998 or $63/WK
‘05 Chev Malibu LS, 4 dr. ......$12,498 or $60/WK
‘07 Ford Focus, 4 dr ..............$13,998 or $58/WK
‘07 Ford Taurus, low miles .....$13,998 or $62/WK
‘06 Chev Impala, low miles ....$13,998 or $62/WK
‘06 Pontiac G6, 4 dr. ..............$14,788 or $68/WK
‘07 Chrysler PT Cruiser .........$14,998 or $69/WK
‘07 Chrysler Sebring ..............$14,998 or $69/WK
‘07 Dodge Caliber ..................$14,998 or $69/WK
‘06 Chrysler Sebring Convert .....$15,998 or $67/WK
‘07 Ford Fusion, 4 dr., 4K ......$17,998 or $66/WK
‘06 Chrysler 300, 4 dr. ...........$21,998 or $89/WK
‘07 Chrysler 300 C, Hemi ......$26,998 or $99/WK

OVER 100 CARS

OVER 100 SUVS
‘00 Ford Explorer, 4 dr., 4x4 ....$6,788 or $48/WK
‘02 Ford Explorer, 4 dr., 4x4 ....$7,998 or $47/WK
‘02 Dodge Durango, 4 dr., 4x4 ..$8,998 or $57/WK
‘03 Ford Explorer, 4 dr., 4x4 .. $11,998 or $52/WK
‘02 Chev Tahoe ...................... $11,998 or $62/WK
‘05 Ford Escape XLT, 4 dr., 4x4 ..$12,975 or $58/WK
‘04 Ford Escape, 4 dr, 4x4.....$12,998 or $63/WK
‘04 Mazda Tribute, 4 dr., 4x4..$14,998 or $59/WK

‘03 Dodge Durango SLT, 4x4 ..$14,998 or $63/WK
‘04 Ford Explorer, 4 dr., 4x4 ..$14,998 or $69/WK
‘04 Jeep Grand Cherokee .....$15,998 or $67/WK
‘03 Ford Expedition, 4 dr., 4x4 ..$15,998 or $68/WK
‘04 Dodge Durango, 4 dr., 4x4 ..$16,998 or $82/WK
‘05 Dodge Durango, 4 dr., 4x4 ..$18,788 or $79/WK
‘07 Jeep Liberty, 4 dr., 4x4 .....$19,998 or $87/WK
‘07 Ford Escape Limited, 4x4 ..$19,998 or $88/WK

OVER 100 TRUCKS
‘99 Ford F150 Ext. Cab, 4x4....$7,998 or $51/WK
‘01 Dodge BR1500, 4x4, low miles ..$10,998 or $49/WK
‘02 Ford F150 Reg. Cab, long box, 48K..$10,998 or $58/WK
‘01 Ford Ranger Ext. Cab, 4x4 .. $11,998 or $63/WK
‘03 Ford Ranger Ext. Cab, 4x4 ..$13,998 or $61/WK
‘04 Ford F150 Ext. Cab, 4x4, 44K ..$$16,998 or $73/WK
‘04 Ford F150 Lariat, Crew Cab, 4x4 ..$21,998 or $89/WK

‘04 Chev K2500 Crew Cab, 4x4 ......$22,488 or Low Pmts
‘06 Dodge BR2500 HD Crew Cab, Hemi, 4x4 ......$24,998 or Low Pmts
‘04 Ford F350 Ext. Cab Lariat, 4x4, dsl ....... $24,998 or Low Pmts
‘05 Ford F250 Crew Cab, 4x4, dsl .....$25,998 or Low Pmts
‘04 Ford F350 Crew Cab, dually, 4x4, dsl ....$28,971 or Low Pmts
‘06 Ford F350 Ext. Cab, 4x4 dsl ..$28,998 or Low Pmts
‘05 Dodge BR3500 Crew Cab, 1 ton, 4x4, Turbo, dsl ..$28,998 or Low Pmts

OVER 100 VANS
‘00 Ford Windstar, 7 pass ........$4,998 or $36/WK
‘01 Dodge Grand Caravan SE ..$7,998 or $56/WK
‘02 Chev Venture, 7 pass ........$7,998 or $56/WK
‘04 Ford Freestar, 7 pass.........$8,998 or $54/WK
‘02 Olds Silhouette, 7 pass, 53K ..$8,998 or $54/WK

‘05 Chrysler Town & Country .. $11,998 or $58/WK
‘05 Dodge Caravan, 7 pass ... $11,998 or $58/WK
‘07 Dodge Caravan, 7 pass ...$13,998 or $62/WK
‘07 Dodge Grand Caravan.....$15,998 or $68/WK
‘07 Chrysler Town & Country, 7 pass ..$16,998 or $74/WK

800-862-7754

YOU’RE APPROVED aaa

OVER THE PHONE CREDIT APPROVAL
ALL-CREDIT APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

800-862-7754
OVER 400 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

“TRADE-INS WELCOME” RUNNING OR NOT!
Elk River FORD • Hwy 10 Elk River, MN 

$49.00
DOWN

PAYMENT

SALE!!!

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT?

218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

218-927-2113 • 100 Hwy 210 E. • Aitkin

120 Minnesota Ave. N.
Aitkin
218-927-6400

120 Minnesota Ave. N.
Aitkin
218-927-6400

Hyytinen

218-927-3117
Hwy. 210 East  •  AitkinSpalding Hotel Building

5 W. Main St. • Crosby

218-546-7333
1-800-549-3664

Dr. Shannon M. Smith

Dr. Murray 
A. Smith

112 Minnesota Avenue • AITKIN
218-927-3728

Hoses Cus-
tom 

Built to Fit 
Your Needs.

NORTHWOOD
EQUIPMENT
HWY. 210 WEST, AITKIN

218-927-2140
www.northwoodequipment.com

202 Minnesota Ave. N.
Aitkin

at the Stoplights

218-927-6990
800-927-4498

space available

18 - 2nd Street NW • Aitkin

218-927-2153

Riley 
Auto 

Supply

Focus on the Family
www.family.org
(800) A-FAMILY (232-6459)

Family News in Focus is sponsored by:

Should ‘under God’ remain in 
Pledge of Allegiance?

By Kim TroBee

The	American	Center	for	
Law	 and	 Justice	 thinks	 it	
should.	And	it’s	represent-
ing	80,000	Americans	and	
more	than	50	members	of	
Congress	 who	 share	 that	
view.	The	move	comes	just	
after	 a	 group	 of	 atheists	
filed	a	lawsuit	asking	for	the	
removal	of	those	two	words	
with	such	enormous	impact.

The	 ACLJ	 has	 filed	 a	
friend-of-the-court	 brief	
on	behalf	of	thousands	of	
Americans	and	many	Con-
gress	members	in	support	
of	keeping	‘under	God’	 in	
the	Pledge.	 Late	 last	 year,	

the	 Freedom	 from	Religion	
Foundation	 filed	 a	 lawsuit,	
challenging	the	constitution-
ality	of	the	phrase.	Geoffrey	
Surtees	 with	ACLJ	 says	 the	
courts	 should	 know	 that’s	
not	what	 the	public	wants.

“We	 as	 a	 nation	 and	 as	 a	
culture	and	as	a	people	have	
always	 believed	 that	 the	
rights	of	man	come,	not	from	
the	 generosity	 of	 the	 state,	
but	from	the	hand	of	God.”

‘Under	God’	was	added	to	
the	 Pledge	 in	 1954	 after	 a	
stirring	 sermon	 prompted	
President	Dwight	D.	 Eisen-
hower	to	call	for	its	inclusion.	
A	Newsweek	poll	shows	nine	

out	of	10	Americans	support	
that	decision.	And	the	back-
ing	 of	 Congress	 members	
will	 only	 help	 the	 cause.		

“I	think	it’s	important	that	
our	elected	officials	the	ones	
in	Washington,	 the	one	 in	
Congress	or	the	Senate	who	
has	to	confirm	these	judges	
need	to	show	the	public,	by	
getting	onto	an	amicus	curie	
brief	that	we	support	them.”

No	 one	 can	 predict	 the	
outcome	 of	 the	 case,	 but	
one	 thing	 is	 sure:	 Free-
dom	 from	 Religion	 is	 de-
termined	 to	 take	 it	 all	 the	
way	to	the	Supreme	Court.

OBITUARIES

Joel E. Swedberg, 89, of 
McGregor, died Thur., Jan. 24, 
2008 at the Aicota Health Care 
Center in Aitkin.

Services were held Mon., Jan. 
28, 2008, at McGregor Funeral 
Home with Troy Johnson officiat-

ing. Burial was in the Sheriff Lake Cemetery.
He was born Nov. 25, 1918, at Sheriff Lake near 

Lawler, to John and Anna (Kempianen) Swedberg. 
He attended the Rice Lake School and then worked 
on the family farm. He went into construction work 
and worked as a crane operator building bridges and 
roads. He retired in 1967 due to injuries resulting from 
a construction accident. He also farmed in the Sheriff 
Lake area. He married Lila M. Pringle on Aug. 27, 1938, 
in McGregor. They lived in the McGregor area. Lila died 
in 1985. He then married Vivian Pylvanen on April 17, 
1987, at Moose Lake and they lived in McGregor. He has 
resided at the Aicota Health Care Center the past two 
years. He was a member of the International Operating 

Joel E. Swedberg
Engineers Union local 49. 

He is survived by his wife, Vivian Swedberg, McGregor; 
sons and daughters-in-law: Marvin (Helen) Swedberg, 
Aitkin; Joe (Marcella) Swedberg, McGregor; Stanley 
(Candice) Swedberg, Montgomery, AL; daughters and 
sons-in-law: Sheila (Paul) Hoover, McGregor; Beth 
Ann Swedberg and Caryn Fine of Minneapolis; Laura 
Struck of Oakhurst, CA; step-son and daughter-in-law, 
Darryl (Sharon) Pylvanen, McGregor; 16 grandchildren, 
five step-grandchildren, 27 great-grandchildren, two 
step-great-grandchildren, sisters: Ethel “Babe” Ben-
vie, Duluth; Ellen Larson, Orange Co., CA; and Gladys 
Lundeen, Cloquet.

He was preceded in death by his parents John and 
Anna Swedberg; first wife, Lila; a grandson; brothers: 
Floyd Swedberg and Alfred Swedberg, sisters: Edna 
Pringle, Sally Farrand, and Jean Westlund.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral Home 
in McGregor. Go to www.srtfuneral.com to sign the 
online guest register.

Due to the large number of obituaries submitted this week the Church 

Directory has been pulled. If you have any questions regarding a Church 

service please contact the Church directly, go to www.NewHopper.net 

or call the NewsHopper office. We are sorry for any inconvenience.

MAckENzIE SMItH
Mackenzie Lynnmarie Smith, a girl, weighing 8 lbs., 13 ozs., was born Jan. 22, 2008, at 
Riverwood Healthcare Center in Aitkin, to Amanda Hagen of Aitkin. Grandparents are: Rick 
Vivant, Isle; and Julie Bellamy, Isle.

ELIzAbEtH bEIDEL
Elizabeth Ann Beidel, a girl, weighing 9 lbs., 1 ozs., was born Jan. 10, 2008, at Kanabec 
Hospital in Mora, to Paul Beidel and Rebecca St. Aoro of Oglivie. Grandparents are: Lou and 
Pam Beidel, Oglivie; and Pam and Steve Linkert, Mora.

LILLIAN HANSON
Lillian Grace Hanson, a girl, weighing 7 lbs., 4 ozs., was born Jan. 10, 2008, at Kanabec 
Hospital in Mora, to Robert and Heather Hanson of Pine City. Lillian is welcomed home by 
siblings Bobbie and Tyler. Grandparents are: Gary Hanson (Suzette Snow), Quamba; Barb 
Hanson, Finlayson; and Ralph and Kathy Bumann, Mora.

RYDER JAckSON
Ryder Harmon Jackson, a boy, weighing 7 lbs., 10 ozs., was born Jan. 17, 2008, at Kanabec 
Hospital in Mora, to Raigan Jackson of Mora. Grandparents are Ross Jackson, Mora and 
Shannon Jackson, St. Francis.

Best Things 
in Life are 

FREE!
Let everyone know your good news...

• Births • Engagements • Weddings • 
Open Houses • Community Events are 

published FREE in the NewsHopper. 
Send your e-mail and attach photos 
(jpeg format) to hopper@emily.net

tRIDIAN butLER
Tridian Skylar Butler, a boy, weighing 7 lbs., 5.8 ozs., was born 
Jan. 24, 2008, at Riverwood Healthcare Center in Aitkin, to 
Jennifer Weimer and Cameron Butler of Deerwood. Grand-
parents are: Ken Weimer, Grand Junction, CO; Julie Weimer, 
Aitkin; Chuck and Karin Butler, Aitkin.


