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Connie Pettersen

The nearly 70-year-old Rial-
to in Aitkin came by its name 
when first owner, Charles 
E. Lyons, held a contest to 
rename his Moveum Theatre. 
Built in 1914, the Moveum 
was a silent picture-era the-
atre located where The Office 
Shop is today.
C.E. Lyons bought the 

Moveum in 1918. By 1936, 
the renamed Moveum/Rialto 
was obsolete. Lyons built a 
state-of-the-art, air-condi-
tioned sound theatre across 
the street, keeping the newer 
name. An economic risk in a 
depressed American econo-
my, it became a magnet to 
attract consumers (see the 
Rialto I and II www.news-
hopper.net).
Kirk Peysar, current pro-

prietor of the Rialto, was 
interviewed July 15 during 
the blockbuster Pirates of the 
Caribbean 2 – Deadman’s 
Chest, a record-breaking film 
for him. As of July 1, he’s 
owned the theatre 20 years, 
but has been associated with 
it since 1975.
“I started working at the 

theatre 31 years ago today,” 
said Peysar, “It was a teen-
ager job.” He set up films and 
ran two projectors during the 

show. “There was a process 
to make a seamless presenta-
tion on the screen so viewers 
didn’t know we changed 
from the first projector to the 
second.”
Today the Rialto is auto-

mated and movies run from 
a single reel. “When a film 
reaches us, it comes five to 
nine reels to the crate,” Pey-
sar said. “We splice those into 
one large reel that runs non-
stop...or hopefully non-stop,” 
he added, grinning.
The new projection system 

eliminated a need for a full-
time person in the sound 
booth. Someone still threads 
the projector and keeps an 
eye on it, but one person can 
usually handle the projector 
and a trickle of customers 
coming out to get conces-
sions.
Peysar has four part-time 

staff, depending on crowds. 
During admission “rush” they 
sometimes have three to four 
people working, selling tick-
ets and concessions. About 
a year ago, Peysar removed 
the adjoining north wall to a 
small rental office to make 
the new concession area. He 
took great lengths to ensure 
the design be as close to 
1937 era as possible, down 

Kirk Peysar beside his old movie camera found while antique 
shopping with family at a Minneapolis architectural salvage 
warehouse. It was coming off a freight elevator to be put it 
out on the floor without a price tag, but after one look, Peysar 
said, “Well, that’s going to Aitkin.” 

Part III, Rialto Theatre – a modern, living museum
to paint color and authentic 
stripes on doors.
Lloyd and Laura Bellefeuille 

owned the theater when 
Peysar started in 1975. They 

leased from Ken Lyons, son 
of C.E. Lyons, from around 
1955, eventually purchas-
ing it. Their son, Mark and 
daughter-in-law, Pat operated 
it in 1974.
When Peysar worked at the 

Rialto as a teen, he never 
dreamed he would be owner. 
“It was just a job,” said Pey-

sar. “I became interested 
in movies in sixth grade at 
Rippleside Elementary. My 
sixth grade teacher, Elsye 
Groehler had me as her 

chief projectionist if we had 
filmstrips.”
Pat and Mark Bellefeuille 

eventually sold the Rialto in 
1980 to the Richard Sands 
family. Peysar managed it 
about three years while at-
tending college in Brainerd.
“In the mid-1980s, the econ-

omy was really bad nation-

wide,” said Peysar. “It was 
ten times worse in Aitkin. 
Movie business plummeted. 
The theatre wasn’t doing 
well. I think if it were up to 
the Sands, they would have 
closed in the fall of 1986. 
There just wasn’t the busi-
ness.” 
The Sands returned to the 

Twin Cities, selling to almost 
26-year-old Peysar. “I took 
over July 1, 1986 thinking my 
whole business plan was just 
keeping the doors open and 
probably not making money.” 
It became a significant strug-
gle into the early 1990s just 
to keep operating.
A lot of small town theatres 

were closing due to a var- 
iety of economic circum-
stances, including new Cable 
TV and VCRs. Not only was 
the economy bad, movie 
business in general was in 
a major slump. Conditions 
were probably similar to C.E. 
Lyons’ tough economic times 
in 1918 when he first pur-
chased the Moveum during 
Aitkin’s influenza epidemic 
and the year of the Cloquet 
fire.
It took several years before 

things began changing. Mov-
ies got better and people 
returned to theatres. “I think 

one thing that helped keep 
this place running over other 
small towns closing theatres 
is that Charlie Lyons built 
such a magnificent build-
ing,” said Peysar, who did 
extensive research to find 
that theatres the caliber of 
the Rialto in 1937 were only 
in metropolitan areas. “It 
was a jewel out in the coun-
tryside.”
Peysar loves history. He has 

movie memorabilia in the 
showcase at the Rialto, col-
lects antiques and lives in a 
102-year-old house he enjoys 
maintaining. “That’s the key,” 
he said, referring to preserv-
ing the Rialto and his home, 
“it’s all in the maintenance.”
When the Rialto began see-

ing profits in the mid-1990s, 
Peysar poured them back 
into renovations, something 
not done during a depressed 
economy. He repaired the 
roof and updated systems. 
Out came the swamp cooler, 
replacing it with modern air 
conditioning.
However, Peysar couldn’t 

part with the old swamp 
cooler, even when repairmen 
offered to remove it. “I ran 
that equipment, the sprayer, 
and not many had that op-
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Drywall
JB Drywall • 320-684-2206
Cell 651-270-4720	 w38 

Larson Drywall Inc. • 218-927-3707 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded 
Free Estimates	 w07 
 Employment Opportunities
Work at home:
Set up customer accounts, no selling or inventory, set 
your hours, comission and bonus based. Call Bill at 218-
259-7967. 	 w41 
 Excavating
Gravel - Four miles east of Farm Island Store on Hwy. 
28; (38384 -290th Street, Aitkin.) Class 5 $5.35/yd;  
Pit run, $1.00/yd; Clay Fill $.25/yd. 218-927-6964	 w30

John Benson Excavating • Septic Systems,
Building Site Prep, Demolition, Backhoe, Dozer, Track 
Skidsteer Work. Black Dirt & Fill. 218-678-3031 or 218-
821-8719	 w39 

Johnson Sewer & Excavating • 218-927-2272
Sewer System Installation• Basements 
Black Dirt • Sand  • Gravel • Fill        	 w38

Ristow Sand and Gravel • 218-845-2187 
Sand, Gravel, Driveways, Pads, Class 5, Black Dirt, Fill, 
Septic Systems	 w01

       Flooring Materials & Installation
Hudrlik Carpet & Tile • 218-927-6633
Best price and quality for over 57 years, 
Easy as A.B.C. Aitkin • Baxter • Crosby        	  w40

Furniture
Aitkin Furniture • 218-927-2617
for all of your furniture & flooring needs. 
FREE estimates & delivery 1-800-543-7214	 w37

Boat & Marine
Aitkin Docks • Bob Beneke 
218-838-0266 • 218-927-4466 Newmans Private Island 
Docks and Boat Launcher Lifts	 w40

Farm Island Repair and Marine • 218-927-6395
YAMAHA - New and Used 
Sales & Service all brands: accessories	 w40

Lyback’s Marine Inc. Call 320-676-3611
Sales, Parts, Service, Winterizing & Storage. Summer 
storage too. Premier Mercury Service Dealer, Certified & 
Master Mechanics. Yar-Craft Boat & Tradition Pontoon 
Dealer. 1/2 mile north of Isle on Hwy. 47. www.lybacks-
marine.com	 w42

Building Supplies
Aitkin Hardwoods • 1-888-927-6515
Tongue & Groove Paneling • Moulding • Millwork • 
Flooring • Bringing the Northwoods home.	 w38

Countryside Millwork • 218-768-4083
Doors, windows, lumber, siding, materials, flooring, 
firepalces. We Work for YOU!	 w37

Hometown Building Supplies
Your Building Materials Headquarters • Aitkin 
218-927-7077 • Mon. - Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-3	 tfn

Cellular Phones & Service
SPRINT PCS Available at the NewsHopper • Aitkin 
218-927-6990 • No Roaming • Never Pay Huge Over-
ages• Enjoy LIVE TV, Wireless Music Downloads, Play 
Games & Access Web                      	  tfn

Cleaning Service
White Shine Cleaning Service • 218-546-5619
Commercial • Residential • Construction 
10 years experiene • Good References	 w21

Concrete Production
Customix Concrete • 320-676-1500
Quality Concrete Mixed Fresh on Site 
Pay only for what you use • Precast Storm Shelters, Boat 
Ramp Planks, Frost Pillars, Parking Curb Block 		
 	 tfn

Northwoods Concrete & Masonry • 218-259-3844 
Foundations, Exposed Agregate, Pole Barns, Interior & 
Exterior Flatwork • Free Estimates	 w42

Progressive Poured Walls • 218-927-2648
Standard or Insulated Poured Walls, Concrete Homes, 
Concrete Pumping.	 w37

 Contractors
Westerlund Custom Builders, Inc. 
• New homes and buildings • Roofs, decks, etc.  
#20216038 • Neil Westerlund  1-877-723-6716	 w7

Construction/Builders
Perfection Plus Construction, Inc. 
Siding specialist • steel • aluminum • vinyl • half log • 
hardi plank • cedar • soffit & fascia • aluminum window 
and door trim • seamless gutters 
Office #218-678-3837 Mobile # 612-328-5518 	 w40

Custom Framing
Nord Lake Reflections
217 Minnesota Ave. N., Aitkin  •  218-927-3317 
Framing  •  Gifts  •  Prints	 tfn

Drafting
Steve’s Drafting • 218-534-3856
Residential drafting • New homes • Remodeling • Blue-
printing • 35 years experience	 w38

 Dry Cleaning
Anderson Cleaners • 218-829-5269
Three locations to meet your dry cleaning needs. Holder 
Drug in Aitkin; Shirl’s Sewing in Crosby and Snyder Drug 
in McGregor.	 w49

Advertising/Newspaper/Shopper
NewsHopper 218-927-6990 • 800-927-4498 
Best Things in Life are FREE! 25,000+ average circula-
tion. Classified Ads, Display Ads & Inserts 
www.NewsHopper.net	 tfn

n Air Conditioning & Heating
Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply  
LP & Natural Gas  •  Nationally Certified 
Service Technician  –  30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
1-888-989-6720  •  Aitkin	 w34

Northern Air Plumbing & Heating • 218-927-6828 
New Construction, Remodeling, Turbo Soft Water, Car-
rier, Venmar. VänEE/AVS • naph@mlecmn.net	 w37

Appliance Repair
Jim Blakesley Appliance Repair & Service
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Conditions, Septic Protectors, and MORE. 
I Repair Almost Anything That Is Broken	 w52

 ATV/Motorcycle/Recreational
Farm Island Repair and Marine • 218-927-6395 
YAMAHA - New and Used 
Sales & Service all brands: accessories	 w40

 Automotive Body Repair
Hwy. 18 Collision Center • 218-828-0181 
Specializing in auto body repair & paint; fiberglass re-
pair; auto & marine insurance friendly; domestic foreign 
& diesel repair.	 w41

Banking 
Security State Bank • 218-927-3765
24 Hr. Phone banking 218-927-4192 
www.ssbmn.com Three locations to serve you. 	 w37 
 

Hopper’s Helpers
Service Directory

call for rates
800-927-4498 • 218-927-6990
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portunity,” he said. “Movie 
theatres were among the first 
buildings to have air condi-
tioning. It’s not bothering 
anybody down there. I don’t 

need the space. It can be a 
part of the history of a living 
museum.” 
A community group over 

the course of two summers 
reupholstered 300 seats. “Dee 
Hoffman and Bev Midthun 
were two principle organiz-
ers,” Peysar credited. “We got 
a crew, all volunteer labor, I 
think some service groups 
pitched in with an army of 
good people along with my-

self and a couple staff.”  
The green chairs in the 

hallway to the auditorium 
were purchased in 1927 by 
C.E. Lyons from Aitkin Elec-

tric Company and Furniture. 
“Every year I get offers to 
buy these chairs because 
they are so comfortable, but 
I say, ‘No, those are original 
furnishings.’” Although the 
Rialto has not been registered 
for historic designation, it is 
eligible.   
The auditorium murals are 

seaweed, fish and sailboats 
and Peysar was told they 
are largely original. “I don’t 

have any pictures to know 
for sure what was there,” he 
said, expressing great interest 
in knowing if anyone has any 
Rialto pictures. Renovations 
like replicating the black 
lobby tile were done after 
comparing old photographs 
from Ken Lyons.
Business continued to im-

prove. In 1995, Peysar ac-
cepted a chance of a lifetime 
from Universal Pictures. “We 
were able to get a three-film 
package deal, all with na-
tional release dates,” he said. 
The opportunity was a ‘take it 
or leave it’ offer with a high 
price tag.
“The first film was Casper,” 

he said. “Business was fantas-
tic, a first for Aitkin to have 
a national release.” It opened 
Memorial weekend. Summer 
people were still around and 
were very surprised Aitkin 
had a movie not yet in the 
Twin Cities. 
When Peysar reported the 

business results to Universal, 
which he was required to do, 
the studio was shocked. “I 
think their response was ‘we 
would have never dreamt 
Aitkin could do that kind of 
business.’ Film companies are 
all about returns and watch-
ing numbers.”

The second film package 
release was July 4 weekend. 
“I opened Apollo 13, and it 
rained every day for a week. 
It did twice the business 
Casper did, which was huge,” 
said Peysar. Again Universal 
was impressed with what the 
little town of Aitkin could do. 
For the next 11 years, Apollo 
13 remained the Rialto’s 
highest grossing attendance 
record, shattered in July 2006 
after opening Pirates of the 
Caribbean 2.
The third Universal film 

was Waterworld, which did 
a thriving Aitkin business. Af-
ter three successful opening 
movies, Peysar used that as 
leverage through his booking 
agent to approach Disney, 
Warner Brothers, Paramount, 
and Sony Pictures.
“I showed them what we 

did with Apollo 13, Casper, 
and Waterworld. We can do 
it! Give us the films. Give us 
a chance.” The other studios 
were reluctant at first, but 
the Rialto eventually got 
them all.
Twin City tourists and sum-

mer residents are a large por-
tion of the Rialto’s audience. 
Ticket prices are $6 for adults 
and $4 for children. 

Snapshots from former owners Ken and Lois Lyons have 
been used to remodel the Rialto as close to the 1937 period 
as possible.

Part III, Rialto Theatre – a modern, living museum (continued from previous page)

Beside the display case with movie memorabilia is a 
green chair that C.E. Lyons purchased from Aitkin Electric 
Company and Furniture in 1937, the same as in the old 
photographs.

The remodeled concession stand, a perfect blend of past 
décor and modern design that allows for new products. (continued page 18)
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Garage Door Service
Saints to Lakes Garage Door • 320-630-2217
Residential & Commercial Garage Doors & Openers. 
New Construction, Replacements, Service, Parts. Free 
Estimates. 13 years experience.	 w52

Glass
Aitkin Glass Service
36770 - 390th Ave., Aitkin 
218-927-4624 • 800-958-6442 
Auto • Residential • Commercial 
Glass Installation	 w52 

Handyman
Home Comfort Service & Carpentry                 
Pete 218-927-6086 leave message or 219-927-5366
 	 w34

Landscaping • Lawn Services
Aitkin Feed and Farm Supply • 218-330-6148
Patnodes Sod Service & Landscaping, Retaining walls, 
ponds, sod, bobcat work, black dirt.	 w36

Art’s Bobcat Work •218-534-5348  
Dirt/Gravel Work • Post Hole Drilling • Backhoe/
Trenching • Stump Grinding • Brush Cutting • Lawn 
Mowing 10+ years experience • Insured 	 w42

EMERALD DESIGN LANDSCAPE, INC 
218-927-5602 • 800-596-9690 All Aspects of Landscap-
ing, Shoreline Stabilization, Boulders & Boulder Walls, 
Retaining Walls & Stairs, Patios, Sprinkler Systems, Un-
derground Dog Fence, Black Dirt & Gravel, Excavating & 
Demolition	 w52

Great River Gardens • 218-927-3207  
We do landscape design, planting & construction. 
Retaining Walls. “You dream it, We’ll build it.	 w36

Nelson Lawn & Landscaping • 218-927-3891 
Bobcat work; Retaining walls; Shoreline rock; Sod; 
Seeding; Black Dirt; Fill; Class 5.	 w39

Landscaping • Lawn Services
R & R Landscaping, Excavation & Tree Removal
218-927-2855 • No job too large or too small. Rip Rap, 
Class 5. Backhoe, Dozer & Bobcat.  Free estimates. 	 w36

 Manufactured Homes
Cedar Creek Homes Inc. • 1-800-834-3378 
Over 8 acres of new/used manufactured and modular 
homes • over 40 to choose from.	 w38

 Mortgage Services  
Home Loans 
All Types 
Joe Krammer • 218-244-9232 
Perry Mortgage Company 	 w35

www.timberland-mortgage.com 
Timberland Mortgage Services, Inc. 
Purchases • Refinance • Reverse Mortgages 
For current rates & loan information see website or call 
1-800-311-4554, Peter	 w48

Pet Care Service
Dogpatch • 218-927-4353
Expert Pet Grooming & Boarding Services. West of Aitkin 
on Cedar Brook Rd. 	 tfn

 Plumbing & Heating
Lundberg Plumbing & Heating • 218-927-3248
Residential • Commercial • Plumbing & Heating 
Lic. #003100 PM	 w37

Warm Homes of Wright, Inc. 218-357-2911 Instal-
lation of Ground Source Heat Pump Systems New & 
remodel • Efficient • Economical	 w38 
 Pole Buildings
Von Gross Construction, Inc.	
Lic. #20408955 • 218-927-2408 • 877-331-7671 	 w52 
 

Printers/Printing
Lakeland Printers • 320-676-3167 
Full color / black and white copies • Auction bills 
Specialize in single and multi-colored inserts	 w38 

Real Estate Agents
Jacobs Realty LLP • 218-927-6542 / 218-546-8346 
for all your real estate needs in Aitkin & Crosby. 
www.c21jacobsrealty.com	 w37

Roofing
A-1 Roofing • 218-678-2089
Commerical & Resdiential 
40+ Years Experience	 w37 
 Septic Service  
Kangas Enterprises, Inc. • 1-218-768-2575  	  
Septic Pumping • Portable Toilets • Septic Systems 
Excavating • CCTV Sewer Line Camera Lic. #2526 	 w38

Ristow Sand and Gravel • 218-845-2187 
Septic Systems, Sand, Gravel, Fill, Class 5, Black Dirt, 
Driveways, Pads	 w01

Septic Check, Inc.• 888-983-2447
Commercial • residential • specializing in lake lots. 
Customized maintanence plans.                	 w36

 Sod/Sodding
Blue Valley Sod• 218-927-4557
No Order Too Small! We now accept major credit cards. 
www.bluevalley sod.com 	 w39

River Valley Turf • 218-927-6588
Commercial • Residential • Delivery Available	 w43

Tattooing  
Skin Deep Tattoo• 218-927-1400  
(hwy 169 & 210) Old, faded tattoos reworked or covered 
up with new designs-sharp lines-bright colors. 30 years 
experience. Hawaiian-Custom-one of a kind art. call for 
hours. 	 w02 

Television Service
Enberg’s TV Since 1954 • 218-927-2988 
Dish Network, TV’s, Antenna Tower, Satellite, Toshiba ~ 
Zenith ~ Dish ~ LG • 1-888-ENBERGS	 w37 

Tree Removal
Kokesh Stump Tree Removal • 218-927-2745
Expert, Cost-Efficent Service • Safe Removal of Stumps, 
Trees and Other Wood Waste • Stump grinding 	 w47

R & R Landscaping & Tree Removal • 218-927-
2855 • Stump grinding - storm damage clean up, tree 
removal. Aerial truck. Insured. 
FREE estimates.   	                               w36 
 Water / Well Drilling
North Star Drilling • 218-829-0892 
Water Well Drilling & Pump Service 
FREE ESTIMATES • 1-888-829-0892	 w38

 Welding
Frank’s Custom Welding • 218-644-3403
All types big and small, specializing in steel, aluminum 
and trailer repair, portable, certified, 18 years exp.	 w42 

Window Treatments
Shades & Shutters Window Treatment 
Sales & Installation, call Wendie for consultations 
218-927-4904 or 218-838-3514	 tfn 

Windows
BetterLiving Concepts • 1-888-824-5551 
Renewal by Andersen • Replacement windows & doors 
• (BetterLiving) sunrooms	 w38

Service Directory Rates
5 lines for $10.00 per week
4 lines for $8.00 per week
3 lines for $6.00 per week

Special: Take 25% off with a 26 week commitment
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NOTICE
NewsHopper is the

 Official Publication of 
Aitkin County!

$AVE!
No Subscription Necessary 

in Aitkin County!

NOTICE OF HEARING

August 5 , 2006 
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE PLANNING COMMISSION WILL 
ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING OF CONDI-
TIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATIONS ON 
AUGUST 21, 2006 AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE 
AITKIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AITKIN, 
MINNESOTA 56431.  THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATION WILL BE REVIEWED.

THOMAS BRAND, 38800 305TH ST., 
AITKIN, MN 56431 is requesting a Con-
ditional Use Permit to operate a small 
engine repair and small parts retail shop 
in an area zoned Shoreland (Ripple).  LOT 
3 & 4 BLK 2 & UND 1/43 INT IN OUTLOT D 
OF WOODLAND DEVELOPMENT.  Section 
20, Township 46, Range 26.  Aitkin County, 
Minnesota 56431		
	 PERMIT #34356C

FLOYD DROPPS AND CENTRAL SPE-
CIALITIES, PO BOX 275, HILL CITY, MN 
55748 are requesting a Conditional Use 
Permit to operate a portable asphalt plant 
in an area zoned Farm Residential.  W 12 
NE; SE NE LESS 20.06 AC & N 1/2 SE LESS 
20 AC.  Section 24, Township 52, Range 
26.  Aitkin County, Minnesota 56431  

	 PERMIT #34426C 
	 AITKIN COUNTY ZONING
	 3.4

synopsis of board minutes
August 5, 2006 

SYNOPSIS OF BOARD MINUTES
Synopsis of the Aitkin Board of 

Commissioners meeting of
July 11, 2006

In pursuance of MN Statute 375.12, 
Subd. 1.

The meeting was called to order at 
9:01am.	

Present at the meeting were Vice Chair-
person Brian Napstad, Commissioners 
Paul Bailey, Jon Olson, J.E. “Reggie” 
Lee, County Administrator Scott Arneson, 
Confidential Administrative Assistant Tif-
fany Gustin.

Motion carried, Lee/Olson, to approve 
the amended agenda.

Motion carried, Bailey/Olson, to ac-
knowledge meeting minutes.

Motion carried, Lee/Bailey, to approve 
Routine Business.

Motion carried, Lee/Bailey, to approve a 
3.2 malt liquor license.

Resolution adopted, Lee/Bailey, to 
acknowledge board consensus on the ap-
proval of a large assembly application.

Resolution adopted, Lee/Bailey, to 
authorize signatures on the Supplemental 
Federal Boating Safety Grant.

Motion carried, Lee/Bailey, to reissue a 
lost warrant.

Motion carried, Bailey/Lee, to approve 
the purchase of a compact tracked loader, 
trailer and accessories from Aitkin Imple-
ment for $56,581.00.

Resolution adopted, Bailey/Lee, to 
award S.P. 01-090-01 to Central Specialties 
at a cost of $2,743,579.05

Motion carried, Bailey/Olson, to set a 
public hearing regarding a tax abatement 
request for the Southwest Area Project for 
8/1/06 at 2:00pm.

Motion carried, Olson/Lee, to approve 
the final plat of Shores of Mille Lacs.

Motion carried, Lee/Bailey, to adjourn 
the meeting at 12:09pm.

	 5.29

AITKIN COUNTY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA August 8, 2006  

9 a.m. 	 1) Dale Lueck, County Board Chairperson
		   A)  Call to Order
	    B)  Pledge of Allegiance
		   C)  Board of Commissioners Meeting 			 

		 Procedure
	    D)  Approval of Agenda
		    E)  Public Requests for Future Agenda Items

9:02	 2) Review Minutes
		   A)	8/1/06 Meeting

9:03	 3) Routine Business
		   A)	Correspondence File August 1, 2006 – August 7, 

2006
		  B)	 Approve 7/25/06 Board Meeting Minutes
		  C)	 Commissioner Warrants
		  D)	 Payroll Report – Current Department Totals	
		  E)	 Application for Exempt Permit-Form LG220 of 

The Ruffed Grouse Soc. Aitkin Chapter at The Landing 
– Aitkin Township

	 	 F)	 Affidavit of Lost Warrant – Darwin Kliewer in the 
amount of $36.80

		  G)	 Authorize Signatures on 2006 Federal Emergency 
Management Performance Grant

9:05	 4 Board Discussion
		  A)	 Committee Updates
			
10:00		 BREAK

10:10	 5) Cindi Korpela, Public Health Supervisor, Scott Turner, 
County Sheriff and Kirk Peysar, County Auditor

	  A)	 Amendments to Tobacco Ordinance

10:20	 6) Scott Arneson, County Administrator
		  A)	 2007 Budgets
			  i) Commissioners
			  ii) Central Services
			  iii) Motor Pool
	 		 iv) Administration/Human Resources
			  v) Maintenance
			  vi) Buildings and Structures
			  vii) Veterans Services
			  viii) Economic Development
	 B) 2007 Appropriation Requests
			  i) Senior Companion
	 		 ii) H.A.R.T.
	 		 iii) Kinship of Aitkin County
			  iv) Seven County Senior Federation

11:00	 7) Mark Jacobs, Land Commissioner
		  A) 2007 Budget

11:30	 8) Don Niemi, County Assessor
		  A) 2007 Budget

11:45	 9) Terry Neff, Environmental Services Director
	 2007 Budget

12:00	 ADJOURN

• Aluminum • PVc Coated Aluminum • Copper

218-768-4231
218-839-9728 

CALL:
No Seams  –  No Leaks
Available  

in…

terry boyes
INSURED & BONDED

T & M Marine - Grand Rapids MN 
1-800-356-1322 • www.tandmmarine.com 

19' Standard 
Forester

$3,995

Scratch & Dent 
Pontoon Sale

Open 
Sunday 

10-2

 400 PONTOONS IN STOCK with 8 different brands! Factory direct sales with the 
lowest prices in the United States. Many of these are non-current or slight scratches.

14' Forester
w/9.8 HP Motor & Trailer

$7,995
16' Forester
w/ 9.8 HP Motor

$6,795
19' Forester Fish

w/25 HP
$7,495

21' Fish & Cruise
w/40 HP

$8,995

18' Forester
Angler
w/25 HP

$7,495

NEW! Top of the line
Repossessed 24' Playbouy

21' Deluxe 
Pleasure Island 

$5,995

w/40 HP Mercury
$11,999

w/o 40 HP Mercury
$7,995

Would like to get an immediate $100 off 
on your collision deductible?
Give me a call to find out how.

Hours:
8:30 - 5:30 Mon. - Fri.
8:30 - 12:00 Saturday
Evening by appointment

Mark D. Larson
204 2nd St. NW, Aitkin, MN 56431
218-927-9936 or 866-332-2009 

Allstate offers a wide range of insurance, auto, 
home, recreation, business, classic cars & boats

Pole  Buildings

Von Gross 
Pole Buildings

218-927-2408 • 877-331-7671

* Authorized Dealer of 
Sherman Buildings  

call for a 
free quote!

Lic. #20408955

• Residential  
• Commercial  
• Pole Houses

Check out these Savings

2001 16x80 3 bd- 2 bath, all appl., nice! nice! .................................................. $33,900
1999 28x60 3 bd- 2 bath, gas fpl., cedar siding & much more! ........................ $55,000
1999 16x80 3 bd- 2 bath, new carpet,  corner tub etc. ..................................... $31,500
1998 28x56 3 bd- 2 bath + den, new carpet, Jacuzzi, morning room ........Sold $47,900
1997 28x52 3 bd- 2 bath, drywall, T/O, 5/12 roof,  new carpet ..................Sold $45,900
1997 28x60 3 bd- 2 bath, new carpet, patio door, sitting room ........................  $45,500
1978 14x76 3 bd- 1 bath, new carpet, sunken LR............................................. $12,000
1975 26x56 3 bd- 2 bath, new kitchen and appl.........................................Sold $25,000
1981 24x52 3bd- 2 bath, new carpet, fireplace, pantry..................................... $26,900
2002 28x52 3bd- 2 bath,new carpet, open floor plan........................................ $47,000

6 miles south of  
Mora, on Hwy. 65

(1374 Hwy. 65 S.,  Mora, MN)

1-800-834-3378

All Prices Include Delivery & Setup

saleDog Days of summer

This is just a sample of our summer sale prices on over 40 new and 
used homes. Stop and check the special pricing on all ‘05 Closeouts

“People can’t believe the 
Rialto has the same films at a 
significantly less ticket price,” 
Peysar said, who often gets 
calls mid-week asking about 
their upcoming movie and 
people respond, “See you 
this weekend.”
Extremes in weather bring 

people in, with rain sending 
the biggest crowd. Exces-
sive heat causes people to 
seek a couple hours of air 

conditioning. “What I’ve seen 
when it’s real hot like this, it 
doesn’t matter what the film 
is,” Peysar said. “I say, ‘It’s $6 
for air conditioning and a 
free movie!’”   
Over the years, Peysar con-

tinues to offer national re-
lease titles and to improve 
the theatre. The new con-
cession stand enlarged the 
lobby, handles crowds faster 
and features more choices. 
“It’s amazing how many 

films have connections to 
Aitkin,” Peysar said, giving 
examples of Pete and Brekka 
Lowe as chefs for the cast of 
Pirates of the Caribbean 2 
and upcoming 3. “Aitkin also 
provided the airplane in End 
of the Spear. Iron Will had 

two locals, Boyd Bremner’s 
son along with Ed Dallas, in 
it. Mighty Duck’s III had Bob 
Lake’s family as extras.”
When asked how he likes 

operating the theatre eve-
nings and weekends after a 
full-time job as Aitkin county 
auditor, Peysar smiles. His 
eyes sparkle and his face 
lights up. He looks at his re-
modeled-to-period lobby and 
said, “This is not work!”

He sometimes admits it 
can be “very long hours.” If 
it were just a job, he didn’t 
think anybody could do it for 
so long. But with his keen in-
terest in the movie industry, a 
love of history and antiques, 
operating the Rialto is more 
like being curator of a living 
museum.
Rich in history, well kept 

during a period of struggle 
like an oyster makes a pearl 
or a diamond forms after 
intense pressure, the Rialto 
remains an original – a gem 
to a grateful community.
“It’s my hobby, or love,” 

Peysar added. “To me, this is 
not work at all.”
Kirk Peysar obviously loves 

the Rialto, and it ‘shows.’

The lobby of the Rialto with geometric art deco design.

Rialto Theatre – a modern, 
living museum (continued from page 15)

Sign up for safety
The issue of 911 addresses 

was the subject of conversa-
tion at a recent meeting with 
representatives from First Re-
sponder groups across Aitkin 
County. The lack of 911 signs 
actually up and marking the 
unique addresses set the tone 
of that conversation.
The reflectorized blue and 

white signs are intended to 
be placed at your  residence, 
cabin, hunting shack, or 
other property where your 
driveway  intersects with the 

public road. This helps all of 
the emergency responders 
– law enforcement, fire, and 
EMS personnel – locate your 
unique address.
Let us all help out those 

who want to help us. Get 
those address signs up to 
aid in emergency response. 
The life you save may be 
someone you love.
To order a sign from Aitkin 

Co. Road and Bridge, call 
218-927-3741. Cost of sign, 
post and hardware is $25.

Lakeside Meeting notice

August 5, 2006 
Regular Monthly
 Meeting Change

Notice is hereby given that the regularly 
scheduled meeting on Thursday, August 
10, 2006 will be changed to Tuesday, 
August 15, 2006, at the regular time of 8 
p.m. at the Malmo Community Hall.

Chris Springer
Lakeside Township - Clerk
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