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         Largest 
Selection 
of hydraulic hose 
& fittings up thru             

2” 4 wire 
Riley 
Auto 

Supply

Riley 
Auto 

Supply
aitkinaitkin

218-927-2153
Hoses also available at:

Palisade Coop • Palisade • 218-845-2333
D&S Truck Repair • McGregor • 218-851-1555

*some sizes not available at all locations

minnesota’s
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1 Blk. East of the East Brain-
erd Mall on Hwy. 210

800-550-cars

www.brainerdareausedcars.com

‘04 Chevy Cavalier LS
Sporty gas saver!

‘03 Saturn ion level 2 
5 speed, Economy car

‘02 honda accord
Automatic, Sunroof, Leather, $197 per month, 

OAC, See salesperson for details

‘04 Buick Rainier Cxl
All wheel drive, Full power

‘01 ford f250 
38,736 miles, $16,995.00

‘03 saturn lw200
4 Cylinder

‘04 pontiac grand prix gtp
Remote starter, Super Charger, $279 per month

‘01 chevy 1500hd

‘03 Chevy Tahoe Z71
Very sporty! $16,998.00

‘04 Chevy G3500 Express Van
15 passenger

OVER 100 VEHICLES

TO CHOOSE FROM
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The Scarlet Tanager, a real dazzler
Warren Nelson

It is early May and there is 
still a nip in the air. You look 
out your window and you 
stop in your 
t r a c k s . 
O n 

y o u r 
feeder is 
a bird like you 
have never seen before. It 
must be some type of exotic 
escapee or some gorgeous 
migrant from South Amer-
ica. The color alone is like 
no other bird around here. 
There on your feeder is a 
vivid red bird about 
s e ve n  i n c h e s 
long with solid 
black wings 
a n d  t a i l . 
You could 
wa tch  i t 
for hours 
as is eats a 
few seeds 
and gorges 
on the grape 
jelly you have 
put out to try to at-
tract orioles. You are one 
of the lucky ones to have a 
male Scarlet Tanager at your 
feeders. This is a scenario 
that plays out to some ex-
tent each spring in our area, 
but the spring of 2004 was 
a once-in-a-lifetime surprise. 
They showed up at feeders 
by the dozens – I even had 
seven of them at my feeders. 
People called me from all 
over the area asking ‘what 
on earth is happening.’ It 

was one of those springs 
when the birds arrived just 
as a cold snap hit and there 

weren’t any insects 
for them 

t o 

feed on. 
The main food source – your 
feeders. There is some truth 
to the belief that the bird is 
some gorgeous South Amer-
ican specie. For six to seven 

months of 
the year, it is a resident of 
South America and we only 
have it here for about four 
months, which probably 
makes it more of a South 
American specie than a 
North American one. That 
aside, they are more com-
mon than most people 
think. They aren’t seen 
very often because they 

are usually found in dense 
woods and sing from up 
in the higher limbs of the 
canopy. Normally, you are 
more likely to hear them 
than to see them. 
While the male is a bright 
red color, the female is a 

dull green above and 
yellowish below, with 
dark wings and tail. 
She is a beautiful bird 
in her own right.
They usually nest 

in dense woods fairly 
high up. The female 

makes the nest of small 
twigs, roots and grasses. 

She lays four bluish eggs 
and incubates them for two 
weeks, when they hatch out. 
The young develop at an 
incredible rate. They can fly 
in only ten days. If humans 
grew as fast as birds, they 
would graduate from high 

school at age two. 
They hang 

around 
well 

i n t o 
September 

before heading for 
their wintering grounds. 
Spring is on us again and 

the orioles are starting to 
show up, so the tanagers 
aren’t too far behind. Get 
the grape jelly, oranges and 
sugar water out. Maybe you 
will be one of the lucky 
ones to have a Scarlet Tana-
ger or two show up at your 
feeders. 


